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Dear Friends,

 

Boas vindas! Bienvenida! Bienvenue! Benvenuto! Shalom shalom!  Following are some
items we hope you will enjoy reading. 

 

Best Wishes,

 

S&P Central

www.sandpcentral.org

 

 

 

 

RECENT EVENTS

http://www.sandpcentral.org/


REC

 

Amsterdam

Spinoza: Sold-Out Symposium Held on Whether to Lift the Ban

In 1656, Amsterdam’s Portuguese Jewish community excommunicated its congregant and
famed philosopher, Baruch Spinoza, for heresy and banned his writings for eternity. In
early December, some 360 years later, scholars and a sold-out crowd of several hundred
gathered to debate that decision. Meanwhile, the philosopher’s books are now offered for
sale at the community’s souvenir shop, as the Times of Israel article below notes:

http://www.timesofisrael.com/centuries-after-excommunication-time-to-void-ban-on-
spinoza/
N

TS         

London

Induction of Rabbi Daniel Kada and Rabbi Shalom Morris

On Dec. 13, the London S&P Sephardi Community's Bevis Marks Synagogue hosted an
induction ceremony for two new rabbis, Daniel Kada of Wembley and Shalom Morris of
Bevis Marks.  The ceremony included a Hanukkah concert performed by the S&P
Sephardi Community Choir together with the Children's Choir. Pictures of the ceremony
and videos of the speeches can be viewed at:
http://www.sephardi.org.uk/induction-13-12-15/

Madrid
Spanish King honors Sephardic Jews exiled from Spain

During a ceremony at the Royal Palace on Nov. 30, King Felipe VI of Spain gave a
speech paying tribute to the Sephardic Jews who were exiled from the country in 1492. 
"Dear Sephardim,” said the king, “Thank you for your loyalty. Thank you for having kept
like a precious treasure your language and your customs that are ours too.…How we have
missed you.” The ceremony marked the introduction of a law allowing dual citizenship
for  descendants of the expelled Jews. You can read more here:

http://www.timesofisrael.com/spanish-king-honors-sephardic-jews-exiled-from-
spain/

 

http://www.timesofisrael.com/centuries-after-excommunication-time-to-void-ban-on-spinoza/
http://www.sephardi.org.uk/induction-13-12-15/
http://www.timesofisrael.com/spanish-king-honors-sephardic-jews-exiled-from-spain/


New York

Concert of Sephardic Melodies Emanating from Livorno

On February 14, Italian Jewish musician Enrico Fink led a concert of Sephardic melodies
for the Song of the Sea (Shirat Hayam) as practiced in Livorno -- or other Sephardic
communities around the Mediterranean and North Africa that were influenced by the
Livorno tradition.  The concert, sponsored by the Centro Primo Levi, was held at the Safra
Synagogue. More info can be found here:

http://www.ejsny.org/events-and-programs/187

Porto

Kadoorie Synagogue Celebrates Dedication of New Sefer Torah

In late January, the Kadoorie Mekor Haim Synagogue in Oporto held the largest
Shabbaton in Portugal for the last 500 years, attended by some 300 Jews, mostly
descendants of Portuguese Sephardim, from countries such as Turkey, the UK, Israel,
South Africa, Brazil, France, Switzerland, the Netherlands, and Argentina. Distinguished
guests included Rav Ishak Haleva, the chief rabbi of Turkey, and Mr. Rui Moreira, the
mayor of Oporto. A new Sefer Torah, whose final letters were written by Rav Doron
Ahiel, was brought from London. More here:

http://www.jta.org/2016/02/01/news-opinion/world/portuguese-mayor-with-jewish-
roots-my-election-proves-theres-no-anti-semitism-here

The Jewish community of Oporto is one of two institutions authorized by the government
of Portugal to review the qualifications of Sephardic Jews who apply for Portuguese
citizenship under a new law.  This has brought increased attention to the small
community:

http://www.jta.org/2016/02/11/news-opinion/world/new-citizenship-law-has-jews-
worldwide-flocking-to-tiny-portugal-city
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UPCOMING EVENTS
 

Amsterdam

Ets Haim Library Celebrates 400th Anniversary

Ets Haim, the oldest functioning Jewish library in the world, is celebrating its
400th anniversary this year.  The library was founded in 1616, and since 1675 has been located
at the Esnoga, the Portuguese Synagogue in Amsterdam.  Over the centuries, the library has
grown to include more than 30,000 printed works and nearly 600 manuscripts.  In honor of the
anniversary, the Crescas Jewish Education Centre will offer a special four-part course at the
library in February and March.  Teacher and curator Heather Warncke will discuss the history
of Ets Haim and the significance of the library in the Sephardic Jewish community in the 17th
century and beyond, and participants will be able to examine historic manuscripts and printed
works.  For further details, see:

https://www.crescas.nl/cursussen/74z/Ets-Haim-anno-1616/

 

 

 

 

HISTORY
 

Caribbean

Film: “A Kippah in the Caribbean” (2015)

Produced last year, this documentary focuses on Jewish Caribbean identity and 400 years
of Jewish history in Suriname, Curaçao, and Aruba, tracing the roots of these
communities through Portugal, Amsterdam and Brazil. Some 20 Jewish Caribbeans of
different generations and ethnicities talk about their faith, traditions, food, and language—
and their challenge now facing their Jewish communities. Two Jewish young men perform
a “Jewish Caribbean” rap about Jewish habits and family names likes Da Costa and
Maduro.  The film was made on the occasion of the exhibition "Jews in the Caribbean.
Four Centuries of History inSuriname and Curacao” at the Jewish Historical Museum
in Amsterdam, which ran through mid-June 2015.  You can watch a preview of the film

https://www.crescas.nl/cursussen/74z/Ets-Haim-anno-1616/
http://www.jhm.nl/current/exhibitions/archive/jews-in-the-caribbean


here:  https://youtu.be/X5yCijQknog

 

Barbados

Article: Barbados -- A Haven for Refuge and Relaxation

A Times of Israel article reviews the Jewish history of British-controlled Barbados, a
Caribbean island whose Jewish community dates back to 1628 when they arrived from
Recife, Brazil. The country’s first prime minister, Errol Barrow, could trace Jewish
ancestry as a descendant of the island’s notable Baruch family. Barbados has been a
supporter of Israel in the United Nations since its independence in 1966.  Today, the small
community numbers about 100 members.  Please see here for the full article:

http://www.timesofisrael.com/barbados-a-centuries-old-jewish-haven-for-
relaxation-and-refuge/
	

 

 

 

TRAVEL
RECENT EVENTS         

France / Spain

On the Chocolate Trail in France and Spain, May 1-12

In May, Rabbi Debbie Prinz and husband Rabbi Mark Hurvitz will lead a tour of places in
Spain and France where Spanish & Portuguese Jewish traders helped establish chocolate
in Europe by bringing the cacao bean from South America. Stops will include Barcelona,
Bilbao, Valencia, and Bayonne, home to one of the oldest S&P communities
(http://www.sandpcentral.org/#!bayonne/c1cq5), where participants will be able to sample
local chocolates at an annual festival.  For more information on the trip, please see:

http://ayelet.com/prinzhurvitz2016.aspx

For their book on the Sephardic role in the chocolate trade, please see:

http://forward.com/articles/169712/walk-down-the-jewish-chocolate-trail/

https://youtu.be/X5yCijQknog
http://www.timesofisrael.com/barbados-a-centuries-old-jewish-haven-for-relaxation-and-refuge/
http://www.sandpcentral.org/#!bayonne/c1cq5
http://ayelet.com/prinzhurvitz2016.aspx
http://forward.com/articles/169712/walk-down-the-jewish-chocolate-trail/


 
 

 

 

 

MELODIES
 

Adon Olam – A Rediscovered Melody

 

Adon Olam stands as one of the best-known liturgical poems (or piyutim) in Jewish
prayer. Speaking to our faith in the Almighty, it is sung usually at the end of the Shabbat
morning service. While its authorship is uncertain, it is often attributed to Solomon ibn
Gabirol, the 11th century Spanish poet and philosopher.

 

Many melodies have been set to Adon Olam. However, recently Jason Vessal, a member
of Congregation Mikveh Israel in Philadelphia (www.mikvehisrael.org), unearthed this
melody from the synagogue’s archives:

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N5nDHNL-HFY

 

Read on for more of the detective story in Jason’s own words: 

 

Upon perusing the musical archive, I discovered this unique melody for “Adon ‘Olam.”
I could not recognize the melody or the composer, whose name looks to me like either
“Maide” or “Haide.” The music is dated “5 agosto 1887,” and on the other side of one
of the sheets is written “Livorno.” What I do know is that Sabato Morais, one of the
previous ministers of the congregation and a composer himself was from Livorno, and
he died in 1897. 

 

So I have a few questions: Can anyone recognize the melody? Can anyone discern the

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solomon_ibn_Gabirol
http://www.mikvehisrael.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N5nDHNL-HFY


name of the composer? Can anyone provide any additional information?

 

 

 

 

RECIPES	  
 

The following recipe was kindly provided by Josette Capriles Goldish, who grew up on the
island of Curaçao and is a descendant of Sephardic Jews who arrived there in 1659. In
fact, she has written a book about the island’s Jewish history: http://www.amazon.com
/Once-Jews-Stories-Caribbean-Sephardim/dp/1558764933

 

Panetela (Curaçao-style sponge cake)

 

This recipe for panatela was my mother's specialty.  I have never eaten any that was not
prepared by someone in the Jewish community, so I assume that it is our own Sephardic-
style sponge cake.  The trick is to have this cake rise beautifully and remain nice and
fluffy for several days if properly stored in an airtight canister after it has cooled.  For
many years the panetelas that I made rose very nicely and tasted quite good, but they lost
their fluffiness within a couple of hours.  Then, totally by accident, I found out that you

http://www.amazon.com/Once-Jews-Stories-Caribbean-Sephardim/dp/1558764933


had to go through the preparations at very high speed, because that is how my mother
always did everything, and her panetela was always perfect.  One day when I was rushing
to finish, I ended up making the best panetela ever.

 

It is a simple recipe which is often brought to those who are recovering from an illness,
and also eaten at birthday parties and after Yom Kippur.  But to do it right, remember to
rush as if you are about to miss a plane.

 

Ingredients:

4 eggs

1 cup flour

1 cup sugar

1 teaspoon baking powder

1 tablespoon milk (or non-dairy substitute)

1 teaspoon butter (or non-dairy margarine)

1 teaspoon vanilla

 

Let eggs come to room temperature for about an hour.  Beat eggs well, adding sugar
slowly.  Fold in flour, baking powder and vanilla.  Heat milk and butter and add to batter,
mixing thoroughly.  Pour into well-greased and floured 9”x9” pan and bake at 350 degrees
for 25 minutes in center of oven.

 

Cool on rack for about 15 minutes.  Turn upside down on wax paper that has been
generously coated with granulated sugar.  Cut into 16 squares and sugar the other side as
well.

----------------------------------------------

Thanks to this issue's contributors: Naftali Friedman, Josette Capriles Goldish, David
Lerner, Daniel Marcou, and Josh Mendes.



Thanks for reading!   If you have items for the next newsletter, please email
to: sandpcentral@gmail.com

mailto:sandpcentral@gmail.com

