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Dear Friends,

 

Boas vindas! Bienvenida! Bienvenue! Shalom shalom!  Following are some items you might
enjoy reading.  In honor of the upcoming Rosh Hashanah holiday, we have also included links
to some beautiful S&P melodies.

 

Wishing you a Shana Toba,

 

S&P Central

www.sandpcentral.org

 

P.S. If you would like to suggest an item for future editions or even help put together a future
newsletter, please email us at sandpcentral@gmail.com. 

 

 

http://www.sandpcentral.org/
mailto:sandpcentral@gmail.com


 NEWS
RECENT EVENTS         

Amsterdam
New S&P Minyan in Amsterdam
For those living or visiting Amsterdam, a new S&P minyan has recently launched in the
southern area known as Buitenveldert. As minyan leader Hazzan Nachshon Rodriques
Pereira describes  it, "We offer Shabbat morning services in a warm and pleasant
atmosphere." Services are held every other Saturday morning at Landskroon 5. For further
information, write to BendigamosNL@gmail.com or go to their Facebook
page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/Bendigamos/
 
London
Historic Synagogue Appoints New Rabbi
Rabbi Shalom Morris, who has been serving as Educational Director at the Spanish &
Portuguese Synagogue in New York, Congregation Shearith Israel, will shortly assume the
position as rabbi of Bevis Marks Synagogue, the oldest Spanish and Portuguese synagogue
in London.  Rabbi Morris received rabbinic ordination from Yeshiva University and is a PhD
candidate there, focusing on Western Sephardic communities in the 17th-19th centuries.  For
more information on his appointment:
http://us5.campaign-archive1.com/?u=65cf17b0626badef4885a47b
0&id=e41f21698e
He also maintains a blog on places where Western Sephardic Jews settled after their
expulsion from Spain. Read here about his recent visit to a border town in Portugal: 
http://shalommorris.com/2015/06/29/castelo-de-vide-portugal/ 
 
Oxford
New Western Sephardi Collection at Oxford Library
The Leopold Muller Memorial Library, part of the renowned Bodleian Libraries at the
University of Oxford, has received a gift of the Weisz Western Sephardi Collection of rare
books.  The majority of the collection was assembled by the late Dr. Richard Barnett,
honorary archivist of the Spanish and Portuguese Jews’ Congregation of London.  For
further information:
http://blogs.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/mullerlibrary/2015/07/29/the-weisz-western-sephardi-
collection/
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Bayonne
Concert of Music in the Portuguese Sephardic Tradition
On August 8, a concert of music in the Portuguese Sephardic tradition took place as part of
Bayonne Music Week.  Participating in the performance was the Chorale of Bordeaux and
presiding over the event was Rabbi Emmanuel Valency of the Bordeaux Jewish community.
You can read more about the event here:
http://www.consistoiredefrance.fr/evenement/3913.bayonne--spectacle-musical
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Semaine-Musicale-De-Bayonne/
1414261558885918

 
Miami
Jamaican Jewish Leader Addresses Conference
In July, the Society for Crypto-Judaic Studies held its 25th annual conference in Miami.  The
keynote speaker was Ainsley Cohen Henriques, leader of the Jewish community in
Kingston, Jamaica, and co-founder of the Jamaican Jewish Archives and Jamaica Jewish
Genealogical Society, which has amassed a database of 25,000 names.  Henriques’s earliest
Jamaican ancestor, a Hebrew teacher, arrived from Amsterdam in 1745.  His address was
titled “From Sepharad to Jamaica Over Half a Millennium: The Uncertain Road of Return.” 
For further information about the Jamaican Jewish community: http://www.ucija.org
Henriques and the Kingston Jewish community were also featured in a recent article:
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/ap/article-2995435/Jamaica-hopes-Jewish-tourism-help-
fading-community.html
  
New York
Scholar Discusses Slavery in Early American Jewish Life
In June, Congregation Shearith Israel hosted a multi-media presentation by Dr. Laura
Leibman titled “From Slave to Merchant Princess: The Remarkable Journey of Sarah
Brandon Moses.” The talk, delving into slavery in early American life, presented the story of
a young woman, at least three-quarters Sephardic yet born a slave in Barbados, who went on
to feature prominently in the American Jewish community of the early 1800s. Prof. Leibman
teaches at Reed College in Portland, Oregon.  For further information: 
http://www.shearithisrael.org/content/slave-merchant-princess-remarkable-journey-
sarah-brandon-moses
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European Jewish Communities Celebrate “Day of Culture”
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On Sunday, September 6, as part of an annual European Day of Jewish Culture, many
synagogues and historic sites with Western Sephardic significance will offer open houses,
tours, and events.  These include pre-Expulsion sites in Spain; synagogues in Florence,
Livorno and Pisa in Italy; and Bevis Marks and Montefiore synagogues in the UK.  For
more information on some of these events, please see these links:
Spain    http://www.jewisheritage.org/web/agenda/2015/spain
Italy      http://ucei.it/giornatadellacultura/
UK       http://www.jewisheritage.org/jh/upload/edjc/pdf/PDFText_226_English1.pdf

 

 

 

 BOOKS
 

St. Thomas
New Novel Highlights 18th-Century Caribbean Sephardic History
The Marriage of Opposites, a new novel by acclaimed author Alice Hoffman, depicts the
tale of Rachel, mother of the great Impressionist painter Camille Pissarro (1830-1903), and
wife of Frederic Pissarro, a Spanish-Portuguese Jew living on the island of St. Thomas. For
more on the book, please see:
http://alicehoffman.com/books/the-marriage-of-opposites/synopsis/
For more on Camille Pissarro’s Sephardic heritage:
http://www5.tau.ac.il/arts/departments/images/stories/journa
ls/arthistory/Assaph5/01rachum.pdf

 

 

 

MELODIES
 

Florence
New Website of the Florentine Minhag
Florence boasts a rich history of Spanish & Portuguese traditions, and now members of that
community have launched a website to share some of these beautiful melodies and
traditions. To access the site, register here:
http://www.minhagfirenze.it/resources/mRegistra.aspx
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To learn more about the synagogue and community of Florence, click here:
http://moked.it/jewishflorence/
 
Jerusalem
New Recordings on Daniel Halfon Website
Additional recordings of S&P liturgy have recently been added to the website of Daniel
Halfon, including all of the chapters of Megilat Esther. Also on the site are some Judeo-
Spanish Romancas. Halfon is a former Assistant Hazzan at the Spanish & Portuguese
Synagogue in New York and now resides in Jerusalem. More information
here: http://danielhalfon.com/megillat-esther/

 

 

 

EXHIBITS
 

Paris
Alliance Israelite Universelle Launches Website of Sephardic Manuscripts
A rich collection of Sephardic manuscripts from Amsterdam, Livorno, Spain, Venice and
many other places is now available online through a new website recently created by the
Alliance Israelite Universelle. The manuscripts are from the collection of Elie J. Nahmas.
The Alliance, based in Paris, was founded in 1860 to safeguard and help educate Jews
around the world.  You can view the new site here: http://bibliotheque-numerique-
aiu.org/exhibitions/item/196-les-tresors-du-fonds-elie-j-nahmias

Philadelphia
“Jewish Treasures of the Caribbean” at the Gershman Gallery 
This exhibit, featuring 36 works by award-winning photographer Wyatt Gallery, showcases
the Caribbean's historic synagogues of Barbados, Curaçao, Jamaica, Nevis, St. Croix, St.
Eustatius, St. Maarten, St. Thomas, and Suriname. Now facing extinction, the Sephardic
Jewish communities were once so strong that they helped fuel the success of the American
Revolution and financed the first U.S. synagogues, all of which followed the Spanish-
Portuguese tradition. More information here: http://www.gershmany.org/gershman-
gallery/
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ARTICLES OF INTEREST
 

“Caring for Brides: the Dotar Society of Amsterdam,”  Jerusalem Post, June 25, 2015
http://www.jpost.com/Not-Just-News/Caring-for-brides-The-Dotar-Society-of-
Amsterdam-407159

 

 

 

 

ROSH HASHANA LITURGY
 

Et Sha’are Ratzon
 
This moving Rosh Hashanah melody, sung before the sounding of the shofar, is used widely
by Sephardic congregations around the world.  Written by Judah ibn Abbas in the 12th
Century, it is an emotional re-telling of the story of the binding of Isaac.  For a more detailed
explanation, please see Rabbi Jonathan Cohen’s commentary here: https://afinialword.word
press.com/2013/08/21/podcast-a-well-loved-sp-new-year-melody/
 
Below you can listen to several closely related versions used in Western Sephardic
congregations around the world:
 
Bordeaux (sung by the choir)
http://www.piyut.org.il/tradition/english/383.html?currPerformance=4373
 
Florence (sung by Rav Fernando Belgrado)
http://www.minhagfirenze.it/resources/mNaviga.aspx?pag=ARCH&id=367
 
London (sung by Rabbi Jonathan Cohen)
http://www.shituf.piyut.org.il/audio/play/2414/Livritecha_main.mp3

                    
New York (sung by Rev. Abraham Lopes Cardozo)
http://shearithisrael.org/content/et-shaarei-ratzon-rosh-hashanah#
 
Philadelphia (sung by Robert A.M. Ross)
http://www.mikvehisraelmusic.org/audio-pages/et-shaare-ratson.html
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RECIPES
 

Shamali (almond semolina cake soaked in honey citrus syrup) 

   

For the New Year, we offer up this special dessert recipe from Stella Cohen, a passionate
ambassador of Sephardic cuisine through her cookbook, Stella’s Sephardic Table, as well as
her website, http://www.stellascookbook.com. 

Cohen, who was raised in Zimbabwe, is the great-granddaughter of Yaacov Capouya, the
Rabbi of Rhodes in the early 20th century.  Others in her family are from Marmaris in
Turkey. And so her cooking is infused with all of these influences from the Jewish
communities of the Ottoman Empire.
 
This dessert seems to have its origins in the east Mediterranean. There are many similar
desserts in Greece and Turkey, and it is a favorite of the Jews from Rhodes.  For complete
recipe details, please click here.
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